Arab foreign ministers issue draft resolution on Lebanon [from press reports]
At its meeting held on 11 May 2008 at the ministerial level, the [Arab] League Council:

Realizing the seriousness of the current situation in Lebanon, its repercussions on the future of security and stability in Lebanon and its impacts on the situation in the entire region,

Stemming from Arab responsibility towards Lebanon,

Carrying on Arab efforts to help Lebanon overcome the crisis regarding the extremely serious current developments that may escalate the political and security situation in Lebanon to a point where the situation could not be contained,

Reiterating its previous resolutions on the situation in Lebanon,

1. Stresses the Arab countries' full rejection of the level of developments reached over the recent days in Lebanon, especially the use of weapons and resorting to violence in a way that may jeopardize civil peace in this country;

2. Stresses rejection of the use of armed violence to achieve political goals outside the framework of constitutional legitimacy and stresses the need to put an end to the display of weapons in the streets and to resolve the current Lebanese political crisis in a way that would preserve each sect's effective role in the Lebanese structure;

3. Welcomes the announcement made by the army command to deal with the two decisions on the airport security corps and the telecoms network and tasking it to deal with them; also welcomes the government's tasking of the army to assume responsibility for protecting public security, calming down the situation and securing work of public and private institutions; hails the army's role and affirms the need to maintain its unity, boost its role and bolster its capabilities to preserve Lebanon's security;

4. Stresses the need to open and secure Beirut International Airport road immediately to allow resumption of aviation and opening of all roads as well as Beirut harbour to secure movement for the Lebanese and for travellers from and to the country;

5. Stresses the Arab Initiative, with all its [three] elements [election of the consensus candidate Gen Michel Sulayman, formation of a national unity government, and passing a new election law] as the basis for any solution;

6. Invites Lebanese Chamber of Deputies Speaker Nabih Birri, Prime Minister Fu'ad al-Sanyurah, and the majority and opposition leaders to attend a special meeting with the ministerial committee, referred to hereinafter, to discuss the situation and agree on the urgent implementation of the Arab Initiative and get acquainted with the serious situation jeopardized by the continuation of the current developments;

7. Decides to form a ministerial committee under the chairmanship of his highness the Qatari prime minister and [Arab League] secretary-general, and with membership of foreign ministers of Jordan, the UAE, Bahrain, Algeria, Djibouti, Oman, Morocco and Yemen;

8. Asks the ministerial committee to travel to Beirut immediately;

9. Decides to keep the [Arab] League Council convening to follow up developments.

